
Au coeur de
l’histoire 

Le 5 mai marque la Journée nationale de
sensibilisation aux femmes et aux filles

autochtones disparues et assassinées
(MMIWG) au Canada – également connue
sous le nom de Journée de la robe rouge

– et la Journée de sensibilisation aux
personnes autochtones disparues ou

assassinées aux États-Unis. La journée
rend hommage et accroît la

sensibilisation aux milliers de femmes,
de filles et de personnes 2SLGBTQQIA+
autochtones (bispirituelles, lesbiennes,

gaies, bisexuelles, transgenres, queer, en
questionnement, intersexuées et

asexuelles plus) qui ont été victimes de
niveaux disproportionnés de violence

dans notre société. 

Red dress day 

The red dress became a symbol of curse for missing or
murdered indigenous women and girls in Canada - this
was described as “a genocide” by the National Inquiry
into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and
Girls (MMIWG) 
the police did not pay attention to the murders and
disappearances of these indigenous women, they did
not take into account the calls they received 
In 2010, the creator Jaime Black launched her Redress
project, an artistic installation that consists of
hanging hundreds of empty red dresses representing
missing or murdered indigenous women and girls in
Canada. 
Jaime BLACK says: “Through the REDress Project, the
spirits of the missing or murdered women and girls
stand with us here today, giving us courage, strength
and clarity — leading us forward on the path to
REclaim our sovereignty as indigenous women.’.   
The first installation took place at the University of
Winnipeg in 2011, which caught the public's attention,
resulting in a permanent exhibition at the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights and subsequently the
movement democratized in public places such as
universities, assemblies and the Smithsonian's National
Museum of the American Indian. 
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Jaime Black is of Anishinabe and Finnish descent.
This Canadian multidisciplinary artist-activist is
interested in the representation and identity of
First Nations and Aboriginals, and identifies as
Métis. She is best known for her art installation
"the redress project", which she created in
response to the crisis of missing and murdered
Aboriginal women in Canada and the United
States. According to a 2014 report by the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police, more than 1,000
Aboriginal women were murdered over a 30-year
period from 1980 to 2012. However, some
Indigenous rights groups dispute these reports,
claiming the number is much higher than the
government has acknowledged.
Black's creative practice focuses on indigenous
femininity and the effects of colonisation on
the indigenous peoples of North America. Her
work has been exhibited in numerous museums
across North America and has been recognised by
the Canadian government, which created a
public holiday to celebrate her work as part of
the redress project, called 'Red Dress Day'.

Constitution of Canada recognizes three groups of
Indigenous peoples: First Nations, Métis and Inuit. They
are three distinct peoples with unique histories, cultural
practices and spiritual beliefs. More than one million
people in Canada identify themselves as an Indigenous
person, according to the 2006 Census. 

During the long colonial rivalry between France and
Great-Britain, different First Nations groups were
important allies to both European powers. The 1763
Royal Proclamation is the basis for the recognition of
their Aboriginal rights to lands and resources. 

However, throughout the following centuries, Indigenous
people were denied rights and land by the Canadian
government and society. 

For over a century, Indigenous children were removed
from their families and homes and taken to residential
schools where they were educated under the authority of
the Government of Canada. 

On June 11, 2008, Prime Minister Stephen Harper offered
an historic apology to former students and their families
and sought forgiveness for the suffering and the long-
lasting impact. 
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-Everything for a cheese-

Grand 
 angle 

L’actualité en images 

Every year a competition is organised in May : competitors race
down Cooper Hill and descend 100m in order to catch a cheese in
the race.
Participants run down the hill behind a cheese (the seven-pound
Double Gloucester): the first person to cross the finish line wins
the cheese. In theory, the winner is supposed to have caught the
cheese. But this one is launched before the competitors and can
reach speeds of 100 km/h. So, the rules of the game have been
changed a little to allow you to win the famous cheese.
It is difficult to obtain precise information about the origin of this
event, but the tradition has existed for at least 200 years. The race
could date from Roman times or could also be a pagan healing rite  
among other theories.
In 1972 a spectator was injured by the cheese, but this type of
problem rarely happens. On the other hand, due to the poor state
of the terrain, a significant number of participants are injured each
year. With injuries ranging from sprained ankles to broken bones,
a first aid service is provided by ambulances at the bottom of the
hill.

Cooper's Hill Cheese-Rolling
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